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ZAcHAKIAH VIII. 16, 17. 


Theſe are the omg that ye ſhall do, 
ſpeak ye eve an the Truth to his 
Neighbour : execute the Judgment of 
Truth and Peace in your Gates. 


Aud let none of you imagine evil in your 
Hearts againſt his Neighbour, and love 
no falſe Oath : for all theſe are Things 
that I hate, ſaith the Lord. 


H E Prophet, in the Beginning of this 
Chapter, declares to the Jewiſh People, 
who then were newly return'd from the 
Babyloniſh Captivity, that notwithſtand- 
ing the ſevere Puniſhments which God had inflicted 
on their Fathers for their Sins, notwithſtanding the 
Calamities which they had endured either from 
their Enemies without, or from their Enmities a- 
mongſt themſelves by his appointment , yet that 
for the future He had reſolv'd to do well unto 
them and to bleſs them, provided they would con- 


| tinue obedient unto Him; For, He would dwell in 


the midſt of Feruſalem, and Feruſalem ſhould be called 
a City of Truth. The Prophet then proceeds to enu- 
merate and deſcribe ſome of the moſt valuable tem- 
poral Bleſſings, which God would freely pour out 
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upon Them. 1. He ſays, They ſhould be crowned 
with length of Days, There ſhall yet old Men and 
old Women duell in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and 
every Man with his Staff in his Hand for very Age. 
2. They ſhould be revived with that moſt agree- 
able Pleaſure of beholding a numerous Off-ſpring, 
the Streets of the City (ſays he v. 5.) ſhall be full of 
Boys and Girls playing in the Streets thereof. 3. They 
ſhould enjoy a moſt ſecure Peace abroad, and the 
happy Fruits of Righteouſneſs at home. I will 
fave my People from the Eaſt-Country and from the 
Weſt. Country, and they ſhall be my People, and I 
will be their God in Truth and in Righteouſneſs. 
4. They ſhould overflow with Plenty, the Seed 
ſhould be proſperous, the Vine ſhould give her Fruit, 
the Ground ſhould give her increaſe, and the Heavens 
ſhould give their Dew. All which Bleſſings God 
would cauſe his People to enjoy abundantly. He 
laſtly promiſes them ſafety from their Enemies, 
and aſſures them of Strength and Protection from 
their Allies v. 13. Hereby encouraging them to 
entertain an undaunted, fearleſs Courage and Re- 
ſolution, a firm Hope and Confidence in his Pro- 
tection. After which large Detail of the Mercies, 
the Bleſſings, the Honours wherewith God deſign'd 
to proſper, adorn and enrich his beloved People, 
the Prophet proceeds at laſt to deliver in theſe 
Words of my Text, the Particulars of Obedience 
and Duty which God required They ſhould render 
unto Him, and the Reaſon alſo by which They 
were obliged to the Obſervation of Them, Theſe 
are the Things that ye ſhall do &c, _ 

In Diſcourſing from which Words, I ſhall treat 
of Each of the particular Duties , and of the Rea- 
ſon ſubjoyn'd to enforce the Obligation of them, 


in the ſame Order whercin they are here delivered. 
I ft, Then, 
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Firſt. Then, Speak, ye every Man the Truth 
to his Neighbour. Truth is not only the nobleſt 
Entertainment, the moſt delightful and raviſhin 
and indeed the proper Object of the higheſt Facul- 
ties of Man: but it is true alſo, that if every One 
would religiouſly obſerve a ſtrict Veracity in all 
their Converſations with Others, they would hence 
reap the moſt agreeable, inward Satisfaction, and 
would readily Tilcharge an ac knowledg'd Debt, 
which on every account, as Occaſion requires, 
ought conſtantly to be paid to all Mankind. For 
all Men do certainly claim a natural Right not to 
be deceiv'd or impos d upon, and this Right which 
they claim from others, they are bound Them- 
ſelves undoubtedly to pay : ſo that, to lye or to 
equivocate, that 1s, to give an ambiguous or un- 
common Signification to the Words we make uſe 
of in ſpeaking, muſt be acknowledg'd to be un- 
juſt ad culpable. | 

For if a Diſcourſe be not agreeable to Truth, 
it cannot be accounted blameleſs, how good ſo- 
ever the Intention of the Speaker might be, be- 
cauſe of it's very Deviation from this Rule, which 
ſhould be ever held inviolable , much leſs if the 
Intention be manifeſtly bad and tends to the Detri- 
ment, the Damage or Ruine of Another. 

For if ſuch a doubtful and uncertain way of 
converſing together were once admitted of, All 
good Faith amongſt Men muſt neceſſarily be ba- 
niſhed, all Dealings muſt be filled with Fallacies 
and Frauds, and that Band of Union whereby 
Men are link'd and cemented together in Socie- 
ties, muſt in great Meaſure be broken and deſtroy- 


ed. The End of Speech is, to open freely the 


Sentiments of our Mind to each other, to pro- 
mote and eſtabliſh the great Purpoſes of humane 
A 2 Society, 
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Society, to preſerve and manage an agreeable and 
uſeful Converſation amongſt Men: a juſt Corre- 
ſpondence then ſhould be always held to our Senti- 
ments of Things in our Diſcourſes, or elſe theſe 
Ends are ſubverted entirely, but This is ſtill eſpe- 
cially to be done in all kinds of Commerce, and 
Dealings betwixt Man and Man. The Defect of 
Veracity would be there a double Injuſtice, not 
only by impoſing Errors, and ſubſtituting Falſhood 
inſtead of Truth, but alſo, by tending to defraud 
and injuriouſly to deſpoil our Neighbour of what 
is his own peculiar Right and Property, whereof 
very frequent and numerous Inſtances might be 
given in the myſterious Frauds in Trade and Com- 
merce, which are daily practis'd without any 
Scruple, where, by falſe Repreſentations Men often 
judge it a neceſſary Part of their Profeſhon to 
impoſe upon the Weakneſs, the Ignorance or the 
Credulity of their Neighbour. 

I might here with ſufficient Reafon proceed 
to urge a very juſt Complaint againſt the fright- 
ful Diſorders, which this Spirit of Injuſtice and 
Intereſt produces in the World. Every one thinks 
of eſtabliſhing himſelf, and of building his Fortune, 
very often at anothers Coſt. Men preſcribe to them- 
{elves none other Rules of obtaining and acquiring 
beſides their Deſires, nor fix any other Bound be- 
ſides their Want of Power, The loweſt Genius, 
the groſſeſt Mind becomes fertil enough in Ex- 
pedicnts, if either great or little Gains are pro- 
poled to his View : and ſuch are accounted the 
Wiſe and Prudent of the World, who employ to 
this End all the Art and all the Induſtry, where- 
with the deſire of having can inſpire them: In 


the Heat of which Purſuit, we cannot but be ſen- 


ſible, how little Regard muſt needs be had to the 


excellent 
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excellent Rule, which we now endeavour to re- 
commend; becauſe the Crafty and the Worldly 
minded eſteem nothing more directly neceſſary for 
the Accompliſhment of theſe beloved Ends, than 
Guile , Artifice, Deceit , Lying and Hypocriſy, 
from which fruitful Sources ſo many Miſchiefs 
are conſtantly derived. 

But how highly would the Obſervation of it 
tend to promote the Quiet, the Satisfaction, the 
Order, and indeed the univerſal Benefit of Man- 
kind ? For how could the Intereſts of every Man 
be placed in greater Security, than if They would 
reſolve to obſerve religiouſly Truth in their Words, 
Exactneſs in their Promiſes, Fidelity in their Con- 
tracts, good Faith in their Commerce? All turbulent 
Paſſions might then be eaſily compoſed; Avarice, 
Hatred, Injuſtice and Treachery would be baniſh'd 
from their Breaſts, and they might eaſily bring 
themſelves back to that Evenneſs of Faith and Pie- 
ty, which in the Beginning of Chriſtianity ſhone 
with ſuch luſtre amongſt the Profeſſors of it. 

In thoſe happy Times, the Faithful united to- 
gether in Chriſt Jeſus, had amongſt them but one 
Heart and one Soul, and the Innocency of their 
Manners anſwered the purity of their Belicf in the 
Goſpel. Truth and ſincerity equally regulated theu 


Thoughts and their Words. But altho' they were 


entirely free from Fraud; yet they underſtood how 


to uſe precaution, by joining the Wiſdom of the 


Serpent to the Innocence and ſimplicity of the Dove. 
From fo many pure, juſt, diſintereſted Conſciences 
2 public Tranquillity and' Delight would certainly 
reſult and ſpring : Truth and Peace would flouriſh 
out of the Earth, Righteouſneſs and Judgment would 
look, down from Heaven, From ſo many fragrant Ver- 


tues ſuch an Odour would be exhal'd as would 


perfume 
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perfume and recreate, would proſper and adorn 
whole Nations and Kinareds, and Tongues and People. 

But before I diſmiſs this Head, I muſt take 
notice, how neceſſary the Obſervation of our Rule, 
to ſpeab the Truth is in relation to the Public, as well 
as in the mutual correſpondence which we hold 
One with Another. So that, to ſpread falſe News 
and ſcandalous Reports to the Detriment of the 
Commonwealth, muſt be eſteem'd to be abomina- 
ble and wicked; to ſcandalize and calumniate great 
Men and public Magiſtrates, whereby they are 
much hindered in the Diſcharge of their reſpective 
Duties, muſt be 65 ey as highly Criminal. Such 
then are to be condemn'd entirely, who give them- 
ſelves the Liberty of weakening the Glory of their 
Abilities, their Vertues or Succeſſes by wicked 
and malicious Preventions, wherewith they have 
ſtuffed their own heads and whereby they endea- 
vour to prejudice the reſt of the World againſt 
them. Such Perſons and Practiſes are ſeverely cen- 
ſured and abſolutely condemned, not by the Voice 
of Reaſon only, but alſo moſt fully in the holy 
Scriptures. Which brings me to the 

Second Article of my Text: Execute the Fudg- 
ment of Truth and Peace in your Gates. 

The Gates of their Cities were anciently amon 
the Jews, the Places of the chiefeſt Strength . 
Grandeur, ſo that by them in Scripture, the Cities 
themſelves are frequently ſignified, eſpecially when 
in making mention of them, any thing belongin 
to War is hinted at. Thus Mat. xvr. 18. Chriſt 
ſays, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt his 
Church: Becauſe he would preſerve it triumphant 
always over the Strength and the Powers of Hell : 
and again Gen. XxI1. 17. God makes a Promiſe 
to Abraham, that his ſeed ſhould poſſeſs the Gates of his 


Enemies, 
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Enemies, that is, ſhould conquer, ſubdue and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of their Strong- holds and of their beſt fortified 
Cities: Whence alſo becauſe the Gates were of ſuch 
diſtinguiſh'd Eminence and Strength, They were ap- 
pointed to be the Places of Judicature for each City, 
as we might eaſily prove by numerous Inſtances ; 
ſo Ruth iv. 1, 2. we find Boaz. going up to the 
Gate, and laying his Cauſe in relation to his Kinſ- 
man Naomi, betore ten Men, Elders of the City 
to be decided by them. Which Practice of the 
Jews was conſonant to the Precept given them, 
Deut. xv t. 18. Judges and Officers thou 2 make thee 
in all thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
throughout thy Tribes : and they ſhall judge the People 
with juſt judgment. And in the following Chapter 
v. 5. Then ſhalt thou bring forth (ſays Moſes) that 
Man or that Woman (which have committed that 
wicked thing) unto the Gates: and ſo he goes on to 
deliver the Rules and Methods whereby they were 
to proceed in ſuch their Judicature, The Precept 
then before us, muſt be underſtood to have relation 
to the Civil Magiſtrates, to the Officers and Exe- 
cutors of public Juſtice , and it may be extended 
alſo to Juries amongſt us. 

1/ſf Then, Execute the Judgment of Truth in your 
Gates. That is to ſay, be not ſway'd, or in the 
leaſt inclin'd by Favour or Affection for any Man, 
neither be puff d up with an humorous Prejudice, 
or any ſort of Prepoſſeſſion againſt any One; but 
thro* the whole Proceſs of your Jjudicature have 


always your Eyes fleadily fixt on Truth and Ju- 


ſtice only. Thus God commands the Judges of his 
People Iſrael, Levit. xix. 15. Ie ſhall do no un- 
righteouſneſs in judgment: thou ſhalt not reſpect the 
Perſon of the Poor, nor honour the Perſon of the Mighty - 


but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou judge thy ur 
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The Magiſtrate muſt be entirely fuperior to Cor- 
ruption; He ought to take the Part of the Weak 
againſt the Mighty, whenever the Cauſe of injur'd 
Poverty requires it; and he 2 1 not to counte- 
nance a Poor Man in his Cauſe; either out of a 
weak, unjuſt Pity, or a vain Air of Popularity, 
or a humorous Oſtentation of his Power againſt 
the Rich and Wealthy. The firſt Tribunal he 
ſhould aſcend, muſt be That of his Conſcience, to 
examine the ground and bottom of his Intentions, 
and to fix his juſt and equitable Reſolutions. He 
muſt nor give ear either to Pride or Ambition or 
Covetouſneſs; nor will he be moved by any foreign 
Impreſſion in a Cauſe : For no Intereſt can engage 
him to turn out of the ſtreight Road of Equity. 
He will think it of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
know how to temper the auſterity of the Laws 
and of rigorous Juſtice, by all the gentle Allevia- 
tions which Mercy and Charity inſpire. In ſhort, 
he will ever carefully adhere to this Rule, of 
Executing the Fudgment of Truth: For in a Profeſ- 
ſion, where Queſtions are of ſuch vaſt Variety 
and Intricacy, and the reſpective Rights ſo diffi- 
cult to unravel and determine, where Controver- 
ſies are decided in regard to the Honour, to the 
Goods and Fortunes, and to the Life of Men, 
and where Faults can never be ſmall, but muſt be 
almoſt always irreparable; we cannot doubt, but 
that an upright and juſt Magiſtrate will be a- 
fraid of nothing ſo much as of an Error in his 
Judgments. 

2. Execute the Tudyment of Peace in your Gates. 
The full Commiſſion is contain'd, in theſe words, 
of the civil Magiſtrate to chaſtize and puniſh all 
infolent Diſturbers of the public Peace, whether 
they be guilty of the more flagrant Crimes of Re- 
bellion, 
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bellion, Sedition , Murder, Robbery, Theft, A- 
dultery and ſuch like; or of the leſs glaring Ones, 
ſich as Oppreſſion, Extortion, Cheats, Aſſaults, 
Injuries , and all other kinds of petty Villainies. 
I cannot now proceed to treat of theſe Crimes par- 
ticularly, or to deſcribe their heinous, complicated 
Guilt, or to ſhew the damage which they bring 
to the Public, and the Infamy, Diſgrace, Confuſion 
and Miſery which would neceſſarily attend Man- 
kind if they were permitted to eſcape unpuniſhed. 
My Time will not allow me, either to diſcover 
the Nature of theſe Diſtempers, or to lay open 
the Methods of their Cure. And beſides, uch a 
Task would be at preſent needleſs, ſince this Pro- 
vince will be managed ſo ably by the Eloquence 
and Wiſdom of Him, who is ſent with full Powers 
to redreſs them. 

We mult know that in former, more innocent 
Times, Kings did themſelves diſcharge this Fun- 
ction of being the Judges of their People. The 
foul Vices which ſo horribly diſturb the World, 
were then very uncommon : becauſe Men gene- 
rally lived contented and eaſy with the Goods and 


Fortunes which their Anceſtors had left them, and 


ſeldom enlarg'd their Deſires and Proſpects beyond 
the Limits of their Patrimony. An honeſt Simplicity 
and downright Integrity were calily maintain'd , 
when there were but few Occaſions of altering 
them by the Objects of Ambition ""Self.intereft 


and Envy, which are the true and proper Grounds 


of all Fraud and Injuſtice. Suits of Law could not 
be then very frequent, and they could be readily 
determin'd by the Natural Principles of Right and 
Wrong. Sovereign Princes could then eaſily hold 
their own Courts, by deſcending from the Throne, 
to aſcend the Judgment-ſeat : ſo dividing them- 
B ſelves 
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ſelves between their Cares of the Public, and the 
ſecurity of private Perions. But when the Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice came afterwards to be encum. 
bred with a multiplicity of Laws to reſtrain the 
Lawleſs, and to obviate their evaſive ſubtilties, 
and when Men would become litigious to give vent 
to their Malice and Revenge, and puſh for their 
Adverſaries Ruin by an artful Tricking in their 
Proceſſes, Kings were then forc'd to reſerve them- 
ſelves intirely to the grand Affairs and Exigencies 
of the State, to their Wars, their Alliances, and 
the uniting all Intereſts which might conſpire to 
their Glory and the Proſperity of their Kingdoms, 
and to aſſign (as Moſes did) this troubleſome Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice zo able Men, ſuch as fear 
God, Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs. Exod. xv1 11. 
21. To ſuch as Thoſe who at this day fill, enlighten 
and adorn our Tribunals. 


Theſe are the Repreſentatives and Vice-gerents | 


of our dread Sovereign in this awful Province of 
Executing the Tudgment of Peace in our Gates; which 
they faithfully diſcharge by equitably deciding all 
Controverſies of Right and Wrong which may 
ariſe between Man and Man, and by inflicting the 
ſeverity of Puniſhments on ſuch as have incurr'd 


the Guilt of thoſe heinous Crimes which I have : 


juſt now mentioned. But may it not well become 
their excellent Function alſo, to act the Part of 
Peace-makers by reconciling Men to each other, as 
any proper Occaſions ſhall offer, and by accom- 
modating the Differences which Diſcord, Jealouſy 
or evil Council may cauſe to ariſe amongſt the 
Inhabitants of a Country? may not this End be 
eſpecially accompliſh'd, in duly checking and diſ- 
couraging thoſe ignominious Wretches, who under 


the Pretext of being Retainers to, or inferior Vli- 
| niſters 
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niſters of the Law, make it their Trade and Bu- 
ſinefs to inflame petty Quarrels in a Neighbour- 
hood, and to engage contending Patties in vexatious 
Suits , that by catching at the Perplexities and 
Cavils, the Tricks and Fetches at Law, They 
may proceed with vigour to bite, moleſt, deſtroy 
one another, and to fall a welcome Prey to theſe 
devouting Harpies? Such wretched Mifcreants ſure- 
ly cannot be treated with too fevere Reproaches, 
The great Ends then of this high Commiſſion will 
not only be anſwered completely in attempting to 
unite the Hearts and Affections of the King's Sub- 
jets One towards another, and by promoting every 
way the Glory of the King; as well as by Keufinz 
the Peace and good Government and conſequently 
the ſtrength and wealth of the Kingdom; but the 
Executors of theſe excellent and godlike Purpoſes 
may alſo claim more eſpecially that glorious Bene- 
diction which Chriſt has pronounced Mat. v. 9. 
Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the 
Children of God. But I haſten to the 

Third Article, And let none of you imagine evil in 
your hearts againſt his Neighbour. This Precept is 
univerſal in it's Extent, and does not properly be- 
long to the Inquiries of the Magiſtrate, who can 
judge no farther then according to the evident ap- 
pearance of Men's outward Actions, without be- 
ing able to diſcern and penetrate into their Hearts: 
But the Obſervation of it is however abſolutely 
neceſſary for procuring and eſtabliſhing the Public 
Good; fince the inward Purity and Integrity of 
the thoughts and Intents of the Heart, not only 
can be alone acceptable in the fight of God, but 
are indeed the only ſufficient ſecurity againſt our 
falling into the Commiſſion of any grols outward 


Sins: the Tranſgreſſion therefore © this Precept 


B 2 will 
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will undoubtedly be puniſh'd by God who knows 
the bottom of our Hearts, how ſecurely ſoever it 
may eſcape the Puniſhment of Man. 

The Senſe and Import of it is plainly This, 
that we ought not to deviſe or imagine hurt to 
our Neighbour, either by word or deed; either 
by any Inſults or Injuries to his Perſon, or to his 
Wife, his Children or Dependents, or by any op- 
preſſion, extortion or fraud in Commerce with him, 
or by depriving him of his Due, or by caſting any 
ſcandal or Blemiſh upon his Reputation. And how 
highly neceſſary is it to purify our Hearts with the 
utmoſt diligence from their groſs, corrupt Affections, 
if we would conſtantly retain our Innocence, hold 
faſt our Integrity, and be ſuperiour to all ſuch baſe 
and injurious Practices; for our Saviour has de- 
clar'd, that out of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, 
Aurders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-witneſs, 
Blaſphemies, Mat. xv. 19. How earneſtly then ſhould 
we ſtrive to diſengage this Fountain and Spring of 
Action from the bewitching Charms of Ambition, 
Luft and Avarice; which if indulg'd to the full, 
will carry us headlong into all forts of Crimes and 
Diſorders, that is to ſay, into all the Exceſſes which 
Reaſon diſapproves of, when it maintains it's juſt 
Authority, ſtands right and is clearly exempt from 
Paſſion. And we defire it may be calmly examined 
by Reaſon, into how many Exceſſes Men are car- 
ried by the three darling Affections, whereof we 
ſpeak : For what baſe and unworthy Actions, how 
many Diſſimulations, Flatteries, Treaſons, Cru- 
elties and Calumnies does the Spirit of Ambition 
produce, or the too paſſionate deſire of Power and 
Greatneſs? How many cruel Miſchiefs, what Duels 
and Murders have been occaſion'd by the too- 
nice Reſentment of an Injury which wounds aces 
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Pride or their imaginary Honour? Of what Op- 
preſſions and Extortions, of what Robberies and 
Thefts and Frauds is the Love of Money the 
fruitful Root and Original? And into what Difſ- 


orders are they hurried by their paſſionate Love 


of ſenſual Pleafures? What ſhameſul Exceſſes are 
produc'd by the ſeveral kinds of Intemperance ; 
and what frightful Troubles do frequently infect 
and diſturb the Society and Converſations of Men 
thro' Lewdneſs, Jealouſy and Wine? We cannot 
then but be ſenſible, of what vaſt importance it 
is, as well to enſure the Peace and Order of the 
World, as to ſecure our own future Felicity, to 
keep our Hearts free from the Contagion of irre- 
gular Paſſions, and to ſtrive to purify them from 
Corruption thro? the bleſſed Aſſiſtance and Influen- 
ces of the Spirit of God. Undoubtedly a ſolid 
Joy and a true Quiet of Conſcience will attend 
ſuch a Calm of Paſſions as I endeavour to perſuade, 
and our Hearts would become thereby 4 Sacrifice 
acceptable and well-pleaſing and meet to be offer d up to 
the God of Purity. I proceed to the 

Fourth, And- laſt Article. And love no falſe Oath. 
That Oaths ſhould be held very ſacred and regard- 
ed with the utmoſt Veneration, is ( beſides the 
poſitive Commands of God) of abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty for the Ends of preſerving the public Peace, 
of adminiſtring Juſtice between Man and Man, 
of eſtabliſhing the Order, quiet end ſecurity of 
Civil Societies. An Oath for Confirmation has been 
always held among Men to be a Determination of 
all Controverſies, an End of all Strife. It highly 
concerns Them therefore, to be inſtructed in a 
right Notion of the important Nature and Obli- 
gation of an Oath, who are called upon to bear 
their Teſtimony in any Cauſe or Proceſs depend- 
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ing before the Magiſtrate. Whoſoever takes an Oath 
religiouſly calls upon God, to be a Witneſs of 
the Truth of what he ſhall affirm thereupon, and 
to take Vengeance upon Him, if he ſhould for- 
fwear himſelf : How highly provoking then, is the 
Sin of a Falſe Oath in the very Nature of it, when 
God is fo ſolemnly and religiouſly called upon to 
bear Witneſs to a Falſhood ? For He who fo fwears, 
does by that Act acknowledge and profeſs God 
to be a righteous and powertul Beholder of hu- 
mane Actions, whom he prays to revenge, and to 
puniſh in him the Crime of Perjury, if he ſhould 
be guilty of it, which yet He is then actually 


Committing. For if in an Oath, we appeal to 


God to witneſs it's Truth, we appeal to his Power 
and Juſtice alſo ro puniſh it's Falſhood. Ought it 
not then to be duly conſider'd, how much God's 
Truth and Juſtice require, that He ſhould take 
Vengeance on Them who ſwear falſly? He will 

no means hold Him guiltleſi, that taketh his Name in 
vain; and the Prophet Malachi aſſures Chap. 111. 
v. 5- That he will come near unto Fadpment , and 
will be a ſift witneſs, not only againſt the Sorcerers 
amd the adulterers, but alſo againſt falſe Swearers. 
Which dreadful Menaces of God are not only to be 
regarded by Witneſſes, on the Force of whole Te- 
ſtimony all Judgments are indeed neceſſarily form'd, 
whereby the different Rights are determin'd and 
the Sentences of Puniſhment awarded: Whoſe Per- 
jury therefore muſt produce the fouleſt Miſchiefs; 
but They alſo are particularly to attend hereto, who 
are called to ſerve their Sovereign and their Coun- 
try, in the Deciſion of ſuch important matters, as 
are uſually committed to the Inquiſition of Juries. 
They ought to form their Judgments of the Mat- 
ters given to them in charge, by vertue of the - 
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cred Oath which they take, according to their ut- 
moſt skill and Abilities, with the exacteſt Impar- 
tiality , Fidelity, and Juftice, Let them other- 
wiſe reflect on the terrible Judgments of God, who 
will ſeverely revenge this impious and audacious 
Profanation of his holy Name, if contrary to ſuch 
a facred Obligation, they ſhall baſely ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be drawn by hope or fear to ſerve any un- 
righteous Cauſe, and thereby to betray the impor- 
tant Truſt repoſed in them, and to become the 
wicked Inſtruments of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice. 

I ſhould now ſay ſomething of the Reaſon given 
in my Text, to enforce the Obligation to the 
particular Duties, which are the Reverſe of the 
Sins therein forbidden: For all theſe are things that 
hate, ſaith the Lord. 

We cannot indeed, in ſtrict propriety of ſpeakings 
affirm of God, an infinitely perfect Being, that he 
can be moved by Anger, by Hatred or any other 
Paſſion; yet ſuch Expreſſions of his Diſpleaſure, 


afford a very lively Idea of the Contrariety of ſuch _ 


Things to his Will and to his adorable Perfections; 
they confirm the certainty of their Puniſhment 
who offend Him in ſuch Caſes. His Holineſs and 
. require Sin not to go unpuniſh'd; and He 

as denounc'd the moſt dreadful Penalties to be in- 
flicted on the wilful and obſtinate Tranſgreſſors 


of his Laws, on them who perſiſt in an impious 


Courſe of Diſobedience and Rebellion againſt Him. 
How careful then ſhould we be not to incur the 
Guilt, whereto theſe Penalties are due, how zea- 
lous to pay an uniform Obedience to all the Laws 
and the Duties of Religion? This is the only ſecure 


way of eſcaping theſe Judgments, theſe Terrors of 


tbe Lord, as well as of being entitled to the higheſt 


Rewards. Or if any have bgen unhappily guilty 
* 55 
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of the Crimes, againſt which God has here fo 
fully declar'd his Averſion , let him ſeek to avert 
the juſt Anger of God by a ſpeedy Repentance and 
Amendment, let him make full Reſtitution to his 
injur'd Brother, let him lay hold on the Merits of 
our great High-Prieſt and Saviour, who continually 
ſtands at the Right hand of God to make Interceſſion 
or u,. 

For if Men were to regulate their Lives accord- 
ing to the-Goſpel, how delightful and ſweet would 
be Civil Society? Every One would live conten- 
ted with his own Station, and conſequently would 
not have his Breaſt corroded with Uneaſineſs or 
Envy. The Poor would not be impatient, nor the 
Rich proud; the Soldier would not be cruel, nor 
the Tradeſman fraudulent and deceitful. Trafhck 
would be carried on without Guile, Truſts would 
be diſcharg'd without Treachery, Friendſhips main. 
tain'd without Infincerity , Detraction and Evil- 
| ſpeaking would not rule and reign in Converſations. 
Inſtead of theſe pernicious ſources of Vexation and 
Trouble, all would endeavour to make themſelves 
agreeable and uſeful to others, by their univerſal 
Benevolence and by their mutual good Offices. 

And as whole Societies and Bodies of Men would 
by obſerving the Rules of Religion aſpire to the 
oreateſt Felicity; ſo what would be the Heads of 
Societies, the Kings and Princes who form them- 
ſelves thereby ? T 10 would be happy, and would 
make their People happy: They would eſteem 
themſelves the Nurſing- Fathers, as well as the 
Lords and Rulers of their People. They would 
puniſh with Regret, and pardon with Alacrity; their 
Puniſhments would be only allotted to Crimes, 
but all their Rewards and Encouragements. would 
be for Vertue and Loyalty; by their Advantage 
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of being plac'd above All, they would think it 


chiefly concern'd them to take care of the Pro- 
tection of All. We may ſecurely deſcribe the 
Vertues of an Excellent Prince, becauſe in this 
Reign, Thoſe of our Own will be eaſily included 
in the Character. 


If it be the Duty of our Function to inculcate 


Obedience to Princes, when can this more pro- 


perly be done than on ſuch folemn Occaſions as 
This, ſet apart for the Execution of the Laws 
and the Diſtribution of Juſtice, whereof They are 
the Guardians and Executors? The Felicities of 
the preſent Reign are ſurely ſo ung as to require 
our grateful Reflection upon them, from whence 


alſo new Motives may be drawn of our Obedience 


and Duty, For if we abſtract from the Sentiments of 
2 diſcontented Party , who like Perſons in a Jaun- 
dice, ſee the Objects about them ting'd with falſe 
Colours, We cannot but acknowledge the Juſtice 
and Moderation, the Wiſdom and Clemency of 


his Majeſty's Government; Whoſe firm Reſolu- 


tion and Conſtancy are not only ſufficient to de- 
ter the Obſtinate and Malicious, but his Gene- 
roſity naturally tends to mollify and reduce the 
Miſled, and His Goodneſs to engage the Submiſ- 
ſive to their Duty. Do not all His Deſigns and 


Actions manifeſtly tend to every thing truly Great 


and Noble? To make His Kingdoms bgar a conſpi- 
cuous Figure in the whole Affairs of Europe: 
To adjuſt the Rights of contending Princes, and 
to ſecure the Peace of Chriſtendom : does He nor 
juſtly merit the glorious Title of Lover of Man- 
kind hereby, as well as That of Father of his 
Country , in equitably governing according to 
Law, and in being tender of the Rights and Pri- 


vileges of His People? Was not This moſt emi- 
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nently ſeen in the gracious Government of thoſe 


Subjects, where he had no Reſtraint or Check to 
the unbounded Exerciſe of his Power and Pleaſure? 
T might add hereto his Care and Encouragement 
of Trade and Commerce, which yields ſo much 
Strength and Glory to our Nation: But chiefly, 
I would take notice of the happy Protection which 
the Church of England enjoys under him, which 
has always been eſteem'd the Glory and Bulwark 
of the Reformation, whoſe Sons are free from the 
Ignorance, Superſtition and Idolatry which reign ſo 
univerſally among the Diſciples of Rome, and 
whereunto they are conftrain'd and tied down by 
the moſt amazing Penaltics. Had the Attempt of 
his pretended Rival ſucceeded, muſt not She have 
neceſſarily fallen a Prey to the Tyranny of that 
Church, which condemns as Heretics, and adjudges 
to inexſtinguiſhable Flames, All who have ever dared 
to ſeparate from Her Communion? Was not the 
Revolution juſtly thought neceſſary to fave ſuch 
an ineſtimable Jewel, and ſhall not Adhering to 
our own Happineſs in our Allegiance to an Ex- 
cellent Prince, be now thought requiſite to pre- 
ſerve it? Can the Force of a Notion only, not 
really founded either in Reaſon or Religion (tho' 
imagin'd to be ſo) puſh Men on heedleſs and 
deſperate to the hazzard of ſuch Miſchiefs? A 
Notion it is indeed, which can lead into the moſt 
amazing degree of Enthuſiaſm, as we have lately 
ſeen in One poſſeſs'd with it, who imagin'd, he 
ſhould do God good Service, if he could accom- 
pliſh the Deſign he had form'd of facrificing the 
ſacred Life of our Prince, in contradiction to all 
Laws both humane and divine, whereat every 
thing that can be called Humanity is ſhock'd; 
which many even of the Jeſuits have * 
an 
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and which could have been only parallePd in 
the Execrable Villainy of a Clement or a Ka- 
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villac. But I have done. May God preſerve his 
Majeſty from all the ſecret and open Attempts 


of his Enemies, and may Each of us in our re- 


ſpective Stations faithfully diſcharge the Duties 


which Religion requires. So we may juſtly pro- 


nounce, as Moſes did, Swrely this great Nation is a 
wiſe and underſtanding People. | 


FINIS. 
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